PRESS RELEASE
Melbourne’s housing crisis is affecting many thousands of Victorians, as families are forced to relinquish their homes due to unsustainable mortgage debt, and rental costs soar due to a chronic shortage of affordable accommodation.

While the State and Federal governments believe ‘market forces’ will sort out the problem, suburban families sleep in their Utes; a single mum and her kids find a leaky squat for the night and others huddle under bridges for shelter.
The “Winds of Change” pre-election concert on housing affordability will be held at Noise Bar, 291 Albert St, Brunswick, on Saturday, August 11, at 2pm.  ($2 entry)
It will feature THE CONCH, Reds Under the Bed Activist Cabaret and the Victorian Trade Union Choir. Artists and activists are also invited to contribute on the housing crisis. 
The non-aligned CAEF (Community Activists Entertainment Forum) has organised the concert to raise community awareness and keep the heat on housing. The shortage of affordable housing is a vital issue in the upcoming Federal election!
The concert, the first in a series of pre-election protests, will draw together Melbourne’s community artists, activists and entertainers to further extend networks, concerts and campaigns on social justice issues.

The concert is also supported by Noise Bar and THE CONCH pre-election project – itstheendjohnhoward.org
PERFORMERS

The CONCH is an aclaimed 10 piece band that plays a dynamic mix of Ska, Reggae, Latin, Funk, Hip-Hop, Swing and more. In the same spirit as progressive artists such as Spearhead, Asian Dub Foundation, Manu Chao, Ozomatli and Rage against the Machine, The Conch plays music for change! 

Reds Under the Bed Activist Cabaret perform original, infectious and satirical songs and cabaret about social injustices with gusto and black humour  - their ‘closest companions’.
The Victorian Trade Union Choir was formed in Melbourne in 1990 as part of a revival of trade union choirs throughout Australia. Traditionally, songs have played a vital role in progressive social movements worldwide, and the choir is maintaining and developing this tradition in Victoria.

For more details, band photos and interviews, contact:
CAEF:  Valerie Farfalla (ph: 9326 0935) or vfarfalla@hotmail.com
              Trish Posterino – baycity12000@yahoo.com.au
              Dean Turner – redxanth@bigpond.com 
