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August 21, 2008

Dear Mr President, Vice-President and Attorney General,

Re: Release of Liliany Obando

The [NAME OF UNION]  is horrified at the arrest and detention by the Colombian government of workers’ and human rights advocate Liliany Obando. We are writing to protest in the strongest possible terms against this persecution of Ms Obando, and to demand her immediate unconditional release from custody and the dropping of all charges against her. We insist that government of Colombia guarantee Ms Obando’s safety and well being.

Ms Obando’s arrest on August 8 in her home, in front of her two young children and distraught mother, defies all notions of justice. Ms Obando is a recognised sociologist at the National University and a world-renowned human rights defender who has for many years carried out important international work with social movements, religious institutions, human rights groups, academics and trade unions outside Colombia.

Ms Obando has visited Australia on a number of occasions in connection with her work as a member of the Agricultural Workers’ Union Federation (Fensuagro) and met with a wide range of trade unions and workers’ organisations and some parliamentarians here. At those meetings she has spoken convincingly about the situation for Colombia’s workers and peasants, and consistently advocated peaceful solutions to their problems.  

We are extremely concerned about the fact that, according to the International Confederation of Trade Unions, there were 1165 documented murders of Colombian trade union members between 1994 and 2006. Another 17 union members have been murdered between January and March this year. It is internationally acknowledged that union leaders in Colombia face death, constant harassment, threats and arbitrary arrest.

We condemn this latest attempt to silence a voice for social justice in Colombia and demand that Ms Obando be permitted to exercise the fundamental democratic right of freedom of expression in defence of workers and the poor. 

We hope that the Colombian government will act responsibly by releasing Ms Obando immediately, and acting urgently to end the harassment, kidnapping, arrest and murder of all trade unionists in Colombia. 

[If individual unions wish to, they could add a sentence here about their intention to also raising Liliany’s situation with the relevant international union bodies.]

Yours sincerely,

XXXXXXXXXXX

CC: 

1. Embassy of Colombia 

Fax: + 61 (0)2 6257 1448 
Email: embassyofcolombia@bigpond.com and ecanberra@cancilleria.gov.co
2. Prime Minister Kevin Rudd

Parliament House, Canberra
